Advancing Care in Adenoid Cystic Carcinoma

Adenoid cystic carcinoma (ACC) is a rare cancer that most commonly arises in the salivary
glands of the head and neck. ACC is characterized by a prolonged clinical course and a high
risk of local recurrence and distant metastases, often requiring lifelong monitoring.’
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Surgery, often followed by radiation, is the primary treatment for ACC.3
Despite the high unmet medical need, there is no approved systemic therapy for
individuals living with advanced or metastatic ACC today.

Innovation in Antibody-Drug Conjugates

Scientists are exploring new approaches to cancer treatment that could
precisely target malignant ACC cells. Antibody-drug conjugates (ADCs) are
one such area of research.

ADCs Combine Targeting & Treatment in a Single Approach

ADCs are designed to deliver treatment
directly to cancer cells. They combine three
key components:

Antibody
Helps guide the ADC to a specific protein
(antigen) on the surface of cancer cells

Linker
Connects the antibody to the payload

- Payload

A therapeutic designed to disrupt essential
processes in the cell with the aim of leading
to cancer cell death

After binding to the target tumor cell, the ADC is internalized, the antibody
and linker are degraded and the payload is released within the tumor cell.

Proteins on ACC Tumors Cells May Enable Targeted
Approaches Like ADCs

Because specific proteins, such as B7-H4, are often present on ACC tumor cells, ADCs
represent an important area of promising investigational approaches that may help
direct treatment to cancer cells.

For more Information about ACC, visit the Adenoid Cystic Carcinoma Research
Foundation at ACCRF.org.
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